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Insightful and thought-provoking conversations exploring religion―and atheism―from diverse
spiritual, cultural and political perspectives, as heard on the Peabody Award-winning radio show
Fresh Air with Terry Gross.One of the most popular programs on public radio, Fresh Air is carried
by over 500 stations and in Europe on the World Radio Network. Each week, nearly 5 million
listeners tune in to hear probing and reflective interviews about arts, culture and politics.This
new collection features interviews with an array of guests with diverse perspectives, from
evangelical to atheistic, and the many places in between: Religious scholars Bart D. Ehrman and
Karen Armstrong, scientist Richard Dawkins (The God Delusion), novelist Tim LaHaye,
geneticist and evangelical Christian Francis Collins, Saturday Night Live's Julia Sweeney
(Letting Go of God), and many more. As in previous Fresh Air collections, Terry Gross brings out
the best in her guests with a variety of compelling interviews.

"If interviewing people is like picking locks, Terry Gross…holds a master key."—The Los Angeles
TimesAbout the AuthorTerry Gross is the host and co-executive producer of Fresh Air, an
interview-based radio show produced by WHYY-FM in Philadelphia and distributed throughout
the United States by NPR. She has been in this position since 1975 and has conducted
thousands of interviews over her 42 years at the job.
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JSK, “Get this for your next summer car trip!. It led to a lot of great discussions on our last road
trip. If you're a Fresh Air fan, this is a must-have!”

Joe Marino, “Refreshing and open debate on religions.. I honestly do not listen to NPR all that
often. Maybe every once and a while I grab something interesting on and it catches me. I have
however listened to Fresh Air at times as it has been played during some zen talks I have
attended. So when this was offered I grabbed it up to listen to the other religions offered. This is
quite a comprehensive collection of interviews that Terry Gross does on 3 CD's. Roughly 3.5
hours total some are longer than others but 5 interviews per CD.I am a Buddhist and was looking
forward to hearing from a Buddhist teacher or something along those lines, but none really were
in that vein. Thats ok I thoroughly enjoyed listening to the other viewpoints. The interviews were
very informative and gave me several hours of entertainment on my long road trip.Here are
some quick bios of the people interviewed:CD 1: 76:151.)(2004) Karen Armstrong - A former
Catholic nun, she asserts that "All the great traditions are saying the same thing in much the
same way, despite their surface differences." They each have in common, she says, an
emphasis upon the overriding importance of compassion, as expressed by way of the Golden
Rule: Do not do to others what you would not have done to you.2.)(2006) Julia Sweeney -
Comedian and actress that has had some serious family issues in the recent years and have led
her to renew her faith. Her recent work is "Letting go of God".3.)(2005) Michael Wex - is a
Canadian novelist, playwright, lecturer, performer, and author of books on language and
literature. His specialty is Yiddish and his book Born to Kvetch was a surprise bestseller in
20054.)(2002) Tim LaHaye - is an American evangelical Christian minister, author, and speaker.
He is best-known for the Left Behind series of apocalyptic fiction, which he co-wrote with Jerry
B. Jenkins. He has written over 50 books, both fiction and non-fiction. Time magazine named
LaHaye one of the 25 most influential evangelicals in America and in the summer of 2001 the
Evangelical Studies Bulletin named him the most influential Christian leader of the preceding
quarter century.5.)(2006) Pastor John Hagee - Hagee is the founder and National Chairman of
the Christian-Zionist organization Christians United for Israel, incorporated on February 7, 2006.
He has incurred some controversy for his religious beliefs and comments regarding Nazism,
Catholicism, Islam, homosexuality, Jews, and Hurricane KatrinaCD 2: 74:521.)(2007) Richard
Dawkins - is a British ethologist, evolutionary biologist and popular science author. He is a
professorial fellow of New College, Oxford. Dawkins is a prominent critic of creationism and
intelligent design. In his 1986 book The Blind Watchmaker, he argued against the watchmaker
analogy, an argument for the existence of a supernatural creator based upon the observed
complexity of living organisms, and instead described evolutionary processes as being
analogous to a blind watchmaker.2.)(2007) Francis Collins - Author of 
  



The Language of God: A Scientist Presents Evidence for Belief

  
  
3.)(2006) Barbara Brown Taylor - Adjunct Professor of Christian spirituality, at Columbia
Theological Seminary, and well-known Episcopal priest and writer.4.)(2007) Steven Waldman -
Author of 
  
Founding Faith: Providence, Politics, and the Birth of Religious Freedom in America

  
  
and Editor in chief of Beliefnet.5.)(2007) Shalom Auslander - is an American, Jewish author
and essayist, who grew up in the heavily Orthodox Jewish neighborhood of Monsey, New York,
where he describes himself as having been "raised like a veal". His writing style is notable for its
Jewish perspective and determinedly negative outlook. He often draws comparisons to David
Sedaris.CD 3 [71:40]1.)(2002) Khaled Abdou El Fadl - is a professor of law at the UCLA School
of Law where he teaches Islamic law, immigration, human rights, international and national
security law. He holds degrees from Yale University (B.A.), University of Pennsylvania Law
School (J.D.) and Princeton University (M.A./Ph.D.). He also received formal training in Islamic
jurisprudence in Egypt and Kuwait.2.)(2006) Akbar Ahmed - is an anthropologist, filmmaker,
administrator, diplomat and a Muslim scholar on Islam, International Relations and Politics, and
Contemporary Islamic philosophy from Pakistan. According to the BBC, he is "the world's
leading authority on contemporary Islam".3.)(2006) Reynolds Price - is an American novelist,
poet, dramatist, essayist and James B. Duke Professor of English at Duke University. Apart from
English literature, Price has had a lifelong interest in ancient languages and Biblical scholarship.
He is also a member of the American Academy of Arts and Letters.4.)(2008) James H. Cone - is



an advocate of Black liberation theology, a theology grounded in the experience of African
Americans, and related to other Christian liberation theologies. In 1969, his book Black Theology
and Black Power provided a new way to articulate the distinctiveness of theology in the black
Church. James Cone's work was influential and political from the time of his first publication, and
he remains so today. His work has been both utilized and critiqued inside and outside of the
African American theological community.5.)(2003,2004,2008) Bishop Gene Robinson - is the
ninth bishop of the Diocese of New Hampshire in the Episcopal Church in the United States of
America. Robinson was elected bishop in 2003 and entered office on March 7, 2004. Prior to
becoming bishop, he served as assistant to the retiring New Hampshire bishop.I hope this has
been helpful for you deciding if this collection would be something to purchase. Thank you for
reading my review.”

P. Wung, “Fresh Air Conversations on Faith. Terry Gross has created a style for one on one
conversation which is unique. Even though she is on NPR, a radio network built on thoughtful
conversations, her style still stands out.The program has been very popular and they have put
out a number of CD sets focusing on certain topic areas. This particular one is on faith,
skepticism about faith, and reason.The most salient feature of this collection is the way the
program is sequenced. They had purposely placed contrasting points of view together, at least
back to back. Atheist scientist versus the religious scientist and so on. The sequencing is
excellent, it is the best thing short of a face to face debate. Each side will present their salient
arguments and the arguments will stand in juxtaposition in the listener's minds.Terry Gross does
try to be accommodating to her guests, sometimes too much so. I wouldn't say that she pitches
softballs in there, but she does mitigate her points with too much caveats and clarifying
statements so that by the time the guest answers the questions, it has been shaped by the host
to the point of of not really saying anything important. Yet I can also see the reason for this, she
needed to focus the discussion so as not to have the guest goon an extended trip through their
philosophy. There are times when that kind of extemporaneous riffing could have been very
interesting, but that does not serve the purpose of the radio program, which is a shame.What we
have here is a self contained and edited package of conversations that will elicit approval from
most listeners, yet since it is edited and imperfect, will also elicit frustration and discussion about
what should have been.If one takes it as what it is: a part of the continuing conversation on faith
and religion, one can be sated. if one is looking for definitive discussions on the subject of faith,
one may be disappointed.”

The book by Scott Kelby has a rating of  5 out of 4.5. 28 people have provided feedback.
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